District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)

Board Meeting

August 14, 2009

Minutes

	Judge Marilyn Paja
	Judge Glenn Phillips

	Judge Veronica Alicea-Galvan
	Judge Linda Portnoy

	Judge Douglas Haake
	Judge Scott Ahlf

	Judge Stephen Brown
	Judge R.W. Buzzard

	Judge Patrick Burns
	Judge David Svaren

	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg
	Judge Greg Tripp

	Judge Darrel Ellis
	Judge Frank La Salata


AOC Staff:  
Ms. Ashley DeMoss


Mr. Chris Ruhl

Guests:
Judge N. Scott Stewart, Special Fund Custodian


Judge Michael Lambo, BJA Member-Chair


Judge Jack Nevin, BJA Representative


Judge Jeffrey Jahns, Kitsap District Court 


Judge Kevin Ringus, Fife Municipal Court


Judge Steve Warning, SCJA  President-Elect


Ms. Jeri Cusimano, DMCMA President

President-Judge Phillips called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed.

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS

Board Meeting Minutes of June 7, 2009:  Minutes approved as amended.

Treasurer’s Report:  Judge Tripp has prepared the June and July reports, since the transfer of signatures on the Association’s account  to the new treasurer is still in progress.  Reports approved. 

The Board approved making Judge Phillips and Judge Haake the new signatories on the Association’s certificates of deposit.  The Board also approved the purchase of updated Quicken software for account record keeping.  Judge Tripp recommended that the account balances be assessed for potential investment.

Special Fund Report:  Judge N. Scott Stewart presented his first report, including his plan to use online banking to manage the account.  The Board approved the requested purchase of the current  version of Quicken software out of the special fund account.  The old Quicken software is posing a problem, contributing to $25 not being reconciled in the account.  The new software will assist in that reconciliation and future account record keeping.  Approval of the current report was deferred until next month when the new software will be in use and the reconciliation completed.

ACTION ITEMS

Donation to LAW Fund:  At Judge Paja ’s request, the Board approved a one-time $5,000 donation to the LAW Fund for the general purpose of supporting civil legal aid for the poor, not to support any specific legal action underway.  This donation is in recognition of the judiciary’s responsibility to promote access to justice.  Funding for these legal services dramatically declined at the same time that demand for the services has increased.  A copy of the letter of donation will be sent to the Board for Judicial Administration (BJA).

Partnership with the WSBA for Pro Tem Training:  A draft partnership agreement developed by the Diversity Committee and the WSBA was reviewed and revisions requested.  The Board approved Judge Phillips signing the agreement once the revisions have been made.  The curriculum is under development.  The 1½ day training will be held next year in Seattle and Spokane.  Once created, the training materials will be available for courts to use in their own pro tem training. 

CrRLJ 6.13:  Impacts of the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision Melendez v. Massachusetts inspired development of a draft notice and demand rule proposal by the Rules Committee.  The Board reviewed the materials provided and discussed the propriety of the DMCJA proposing a rule in light of the impacts the case is having and the diversity of ways this case is being interpreted by courts.  After discussion, the Board decided not to propose this court rule change.  The Department of Licensing or Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (WAPA) may be a more appropriate proponent.  The DMCJA drafted rule will be shared with those organizations.

DISCUSSION

GR 30 Proposal for Electronic Signatures:   Judge Jeffrey Jahns, Kitsap County District Court, presented this topic, since he was involved in this when he was a member of WAPA.  The change in rule is intended to respond to the development of SECTOR and its expanding use by prosecutors.  It will authorize prosecutor’s digital signature in counties that do not direct file with the court.  The Board referred the proposal to the Rules Committee for review of form and content.

GR 29(f)(5) Proposal:  The Board discussed the substantive issues, the most appropriate approach and timing for the DMCJA’s engagement, the need for coordination with the rule submittal to the Supreme Court and the BJA, and the possibility of legislative action on temporarily removing judges from the bench this coming session.  There was a diversity of opinion and concerns.  The topic will be on the September agenda for potential action.

GR 34 Waiver of Fees and Charges:  The Supreme Court has published for comment a rule proposal.  The rule was referred to the Rules Committee.

Budget Adjustment – Pro Tem Reimbursement for Legislative Testimony:  Judge Buckley, as the Legislative Committee chair, has requested additional funds be allotted to the committee to reimburse judges for pro tem expenses when they testify for the DMCJA.  The question of pro tem reimbursement for this and other activities for the Association was referred to the Long Range Planning Committee to consider the issue, what standard would be used, what would or would not be included (travel time) and other relevant matters.  The Committee will meet at Fall Conference to work on this.

Association Financial Audits:  The Board decided to contract with a separate accountant to perform an annual audit of the general and special fund accounts.  An accountant firm that doesn’t routinely work on the Association’s financial books will perform the audit.  Judge Haake will follow up on this decision to make those arrangements .

BJA LRP Model Brochures Issue:  The Board and DMCMA agree that this is not needed. 

Joint Legislation to Direct Juvenile Cases to Juvenile Court:  The Board referred to the Legislative Committee the effort to explore with the SCJA the possibility of joint legislation to define which cases that are currently being heard in courts of limited jurisdiction (CLJ) should be going to juvenile court and to collaboratively draft legislation to make that change.  CLJ do not have jail facilities to house juveniles separately and thus safely.  The services provided in juvenile courts are also not generally available through CLJ. 

Legal Financial Obligation Research Study:  D iscussion deferred until September meeting.

Conference Registration Penalty Fees:  Discussion deferred until September meeting.

INFORMATION

Supreme Court Adoption of BJAR-2- Composition:  Noted.

City Council Resolution to Reduce Jail and Probation Sentences:  Noted. 

WACO Letter to Chief Justice on LFO Collection Program Budget:  Noted.

AOC Decision on JIS Printer Supply and Paper Funding for Biennium:  Noted.

OTHER BUSINESS

NEXT MEETING

Board Meeting September 11, 2009, starting at 12:15 p.m. at 1st Street Conference Room, Yakima.

ADJOURN
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