District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)
Board Meeting 

February 13, 2009 

Minutes 

	Judge Marilyn Paja
	Judge Glenn Phillips

	Judge Veronica Alicia-Galvan
	Judge Linda Portnoy

	Judge Brian Altman
	Judge Kevin Ringus

	Judge Stephen Brown
	Judge Stephen Shelton

	Judge Patrick Burns
	Judge David Svaren

	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg
	Judge Greg Tripp

	Judge Darrel Ellis
	Judge Elizabeth Verhey


 

Guests: Ms. Regina Mack, MCA 
Mr. Joe McGuire, DMCMA
Mr. Anthony Gipe, WSBA 

Staff:   Ms. Ashley DeMoss, AOC 
 

President-Judge Paja called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed. 

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS 

Board Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2009:  Minutes approved.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer submitted December and January reports. Reports approved.  

Treasurer proposed to move up to $50,000 from checking into a certificate of deposit with a term of no longer than six months, with the future approval of the special reserves committee.  Approved. 

Special Fund Report:  Report approved.  

ACTION ITEMS 

Bail Forfeiture Clarification:  The Board considered and approved grammatical clarification of the DMCJA rule proposal for CrRLJ 3.2 (0)(1). The proposal will be presented for action on the Board for Judicial Administration’s February 20 agenda.  

WSBA Proposed RPC on CJC Jurisdiction: In response to a conflict on disciplinary jurisdiction between the Commission on Judicial Conduct (CJC) and the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) that arose in 2008, the judicial branch, WSBA, and the CJC staff agreed to clarify jurisdiction by amending RPC 8.5 Disciplinary Authority; Choice of Law. The draft amendment has been reviewed by the DMCJA Rules Committee and CJC ad hoc Committee. The Rules Committee proposed adoption of the proposed language with an additional clarifying phrase. The Board adopted the Rules Committee recommendation. Judge Paja will inform the parties.
 

Commissioner’s Retirement Benefit Multiplier Bill:  The court commissioners’ group, which previously presented to the Board their plan to expand this statutory retirement benefit to include court commissioners, have requested lobbyist support from the DMCJA for this legislative campaign. It would require a special contract for Melanie Stewart’s services from the special fund account. The Association contracted for lobbyist support for the judges’ multiplier bill a few years ago for about two thousand dollars. The Board approved the use of up to $2,500 from the special fund for this effort.  Judge Buckley will communicate with Ms. Stewart.  Judge Paja will provide a form of the contract to Judge Buckley for that purpose. 

DISCUSSION 

WSBA Judge Pro Tem Training:  Judge Shelton, Chair of the DMCJA Diversity Committee, introduced this joint effort of the DMCJA Diversity Committee and the WSBA to develop a training program for attorneys interested in serving as judges pro tem in the courts of limited jurisdiction. The purposes include to develop more qualified pro tems and to support future succession planning as members of the bench retire. WSBA’s Greg Hirakawa and Mark Sideman provided information on the scope of the joint planning. WSBA indicated that the plan was to perform outreach to attorneys, to create a list of interested attorneys, and to conduct a CLE (with judicial officers as faculty) to build attorney skills to serve as pro tem judges. The list is not intended to be an exclusive source of potential pro tems for court use, but merely a resource for individual courts. This list of potential pro tems will not infringe on the presiding judge’s authority under GR 29. The WSBA does not plan to certify competency as a pro tem. The Diversity Committee and the WSBA are working collaboratively to develop a curriculum, and asked for the Board’s feedback on their preliminary ideas. The Board will expect to consider the partnership arrangement for this training with the WSBA at the next Board meeting. 

Rules Committee Report:  A Supreme Court letter on the status of the Supreme Court’s consideration of the DMCJA proposed revision of CrRLJ 4.1 was provided. The Rules Committee continues its work on this rule in response. The committee also submitted materials in response to the published proposal to revise CrRLJ 3.1. Judge Steiner, Chair of the DMCJA Rules Committee, provided a memo detailing the committee’s opposition to this proposal and offering an alternate amendment for the Board’s consideration. This item will be on the March agenda for action. 

Draft Regional Courts Language:  The BJA is seeking feedback from the Association on the draft work product from BJA’s Regional Courts workgroup for an opt-in regional court system. An ad hoc committee will be formed to consider the draft, identify what works in it, what doesn’t, what was missed, and report back to the Board this Fall. Volunteers included: Commissioner Eisenberg, Judge Alicia-Galvan, and Mr. Joe McGuire. Judge Paja will solicit additional members and advise the Board and the BJA of the process and participants. 

Justice in a Fiscal Crisis: Statement of Participants:  A draft report of their work in progress was provided. 

Electronic Records Retention and Destruction Project:  A JISC information technology project that would change the electronic records retention and destruction for courts of limited jurisdiction (CLJ) was identified. The project is based upon the work of a CLJ Records Retention Workgroup under the JISC Data Dissemination Committee. The Board will review the standards established in that project. Judge Heller will be invited to present necessary information to the Board about the project.   

Legislative Report of Positions Taken:  Judge Buckley, Co-Chair of the Legislative Committee, reviewed the significant bills of interest to district and municipal courts and positions taken to date by the Legislative Executive Committee. The five bills sponsored by DMCJA this session are making progress.  

The Board specifically considered House Bill 1781 which would change the proportion of public defense funding divided between the counties and cities. Recognizing that the DMCJA has members at both governmental levels, the Board agreed that any division should be equitable, fair, and proportionate based upon objective data analysis. This bill is not based upon such an analysis. The Board’s concerns that a change to the current system should be based upon objective data will be conveyed to the BJA by Judge Paja.   

The Board also considered the King County effort to develop a bill that would allow local user fees for their county. The BJA, SCJA, WSBA, and Access to Justice Board all oppose this concept. The DMCJA Board resolved to oppose and authorized Judge Paja to write a letter expressing the opposition. 

INFORMATION 

DMCMA Education Scholarships Award Letter: Noted.  

DUI Sentencing Grids Amendment:  Merrie Gough, Administrative Office of the Courts staff to the Pattern Forms Committee, amended the grid in response to the Board’s request for clarification.  

Spokane County Request for Fewer Judge Positions:  The county and the presiding judge have requested that legislation be introduced to reduce the number of district court judicial officers in response to the creation of the Spokane Municipal Court. 

DMCJA Appointment:  Judge Glenn Phillips, Kent Municipal Court, was appointed to the Uniform Infraction and Citation Committee.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Nominating Committee:  Judge Shelton, Chair of the Nominating Committee, reported on the progress of the committee in developing the slate of candidates. The nomination window remains open. At present, the nominees are male, west-side, and municipal court judges. The pool does not yet meet diversity goals. The slate will be presented to the Board next month. 

NEXT MEETING 

March 13, 2009, 12:15 to 3:30 p.m. at AOC SeaTac Office. 

ADJOURN 
 

