 

District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)
Board Meeting 

January 9, 2009 

Minutes 

	Judge Marilyn Paja
	Judge Glenn Phillips

	Judge Veronica Alicia-Galvan
	Judge Linda Portnoy

	Judge Brian Altman
	Judge Kevin Ringus

	Judge Stephen Brown
	Judge Stephen Shelton

	Judge Patrick Burns
	Judge David Svaren

	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg
	Judge Greg Tripp

	Judge Darrel Ellis
	Judge Elizabeth Verhey


 

Guests: Ms. Regina Mack, MCA
Mr. Joe McGuire, DMCMA
Mr. Patrick Palace, WSBA 

Staff:   Ms. Ashley DeMoss, AOC 
 

President-Judge Paja called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed. 

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS 

Board Meeting Minutes of December 5, 2008:  Minutes approved.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer had software difficulties that delayed the submittal of the report to the Board until today. Report approved.  

Board approved action to transfer $25,000 from the Bank of America savings account to combine it with a Certificate of Deposit (CD) at BECU that was maturing. A new CD would be purchased for the combined amount ($65,000) for a three month term at 1.75%. The Reserves committee will consider whether to create a ladder of CDs with staggered terms to optimize interest accrual. 

Special Fund Report:  Report approved.  

ACTION ITEMS 

Potential Legislation on Judicial Needs Estimate: Deferred. Judge Lambo was not present to present a proposal. 

DMCMA Education Scholarships:  To support staff development and succession planning for court staff administrators (who are anticipated to retire in significant numbers in the near-future), the Board provided a $3,000 budget this year for scholarships for court staff completing the ICM program by taking its concluding seminar. The Board reviewed information on the seven applicant’s ICM course funding provided by the DMCMA. The Board considered out-of-pocket costs for the previous and final ICM classes for tuition, airfare, lodging, mileage, and meals as part of their decision on reimbursement. Three of the seven applicants had expended personal funds to attend the final course. The Board approved awarding reimbursement of those education-related expenses to those three applicants. Dawn Nelson will be reimbursed for the amount identified as personally expended in the DMCMA documentation ($487.89). The remainder of the amount DMCJA budgeted for these scholarships will be evenly divided between Kelley Gradwohl and Telma Hauth ($1,256.05 each).  An award letter will be sent by the Board to the DMCMA Board with copies to the scholarship recipients. 

Travel Reimbursement Mileage Rate:  The Federal and Washington State rates for mileage reimbursement have been reduced, reflecting the decrease in gasoline costs. The Board approved the identical change in DMCJA mileage reimbursement from $.585 to $.55 per mile. 

DISCUSSION 

Supreme Court Rules Published For Comment:  The Board referred the following rule proposals to the Rules Committee for consideration and response to the Board no later than March: CrRLJ 3.1 (public defenders), APR 28 (legal technicians), and CRLJ 45 (changes to subpoenas). 

WSAC Proposal to Remove “Nonsupplant” Budget Language:  The Chief Justice issued a letter to the Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC) in response to the WSAC potential legislation changing the trial court improvement account restriction that the state reimbursement funds for judge’s salaries not be used to supplant local funding for the court. The Chief’s letter asserted the importance of the partnership between the counties and the judiciary in achieving Justice in Jeopardy goals. The Board supports the Chief Justice’s position on this matter. 

INFORMATION 

DUI Sentencing Grids and CLJ Forms:  Merrie Gough, AOC staff to the Pattern Forms Committee, had requested DMCJA review of their proposed forms and grid in December. An ad hoc review team (Judge Dan Phillips, Judge Doctor, Judge Whitener-Moberg, Judge Ross, and Mr. Maury Baker) rapidly considered the forms on behalf of the DMCJA. Judge Paja will relay a request from the Board for clarification of the sentencing grid on an issue identified by Judge Svaren. A synthetic paper version of the DUI grid will be sent directly to judges for their bench use. The document is also available on the courts website. 

Commissioner Judicial Multiplier Benefit Project: Commissioners report that the Select Committee on Pension Policy did not support the retroactive buy-back provision of their proposal, since the cost of the 2008 legislation was not completely revenue neutral. The commissioners are proceeding with the prospective portion of their bill to include court commissioners in this benefit program. They continue to fund raise to underwrite the costs of a lobbyist for this effort. 

Local Rules Task Force: Information noted. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Elections:  The Secretary of State’s Office has forwarded to Senator Kline a proposal to include a requirement for a district court judge appointed to office to run for election in the subsequent general election for the remainder of the term. They would likely amend the DMCJA election bill. 

CJC-WSBA Disciplinary Jurisdiction:  Discussions among Chief Justice Alexander, Judge Appelwick, Judge McDermott, Judge Paja, Reiko Callner, and the WSBA have yielded a proposal to modify the Rules for Professional Conduct to clarify that the Commission on Judicial Conduct has first authority to hear and determine issues concerning judges, not the WSBA. The rule will be reviewed by the Rules Committee and CJC ad hoc Committee in advance of the February Board meeting. 

DMCJA Appointment:  Judge Paja expressed her thanks for Judge Mamiya’s substantial service to the Interpreter Commission over the years. She also appreciated the interest in service demonstrated by the judges who volunteered for this opening. Judge James Riehl has been nominated for the next three-year term on the commission.
  NEXT MEETING 

February 13, 2009, 12:15 to 3:30 p.m. at AOC SeaTac Office. 

ADJOURN 
 

