



District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)

Board Meeting

June 26, 2010 in Vancouver
Minutes
	Judge Steve Brown, President
	Judge Patrick Burns

	Judge Glenn Phillips
	Judge R.W. Buzzard

	Judge Gregory Tripp
	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg

	Judge Sara Derr
	Judge Judy Jasprica

	Judge Richard Kayne
	Judge Frank La Salata

	Judge Scott Ahlf
	Judge Scott Marinella

	Judge Veronica Alicea-Galvan
	Judge Linda Portnoy


AOC Staff: 
Mr. Chris Ruhl

Ms. Shannon Hinchcliffe

Guests:
Judge Samuel Meyer


Judge Kevin Ringus

President-Judge Brown called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed.
ASSOCIATION BUSINESS

Board Meeting Minutes of May 23, 2010:  Minutes approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Report approved.  
Special Fund Report:  Judge N. Scott Stewart could not be available today but he made a presentation the preceding day (See Board Retreat Minutes June 25, 2010) Report approved.

ACTION ITEMS

2010-2011 Meeting Schedule – The draft meeting schedule was changed to reflect the Board will meet September 10, 2010 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at SeaTac and October 8, 2010 will be the Moses Lake at a location yet to be determined.  M/S/P to adopt the meeting schedule as amended.
2010-2011 Lobbyist Contract:  M/S/P to adopt the Lobbyist Contract developed at its Board Retreat June 25 and 26.  The contract reflects an amount of $50,000 in total compensation with a $26,000 lump sum payment with $2,000 per month for the duration of the contract (12 months).

2010-2011 Budget

M/S/P to adopt the budget developed at its Board Retreat June 25 and 26.  The total budget allocated for expenditure is $193,000.  Members discussed that last year’s income quoted in the Accountant’s report was $143,794 and although there is a gap in income and expenditure, the budget has not been fully expended for several years. 
SCJA’s IT Request to Automate Risk Assessment Tool and Support Risk Assessment Project
Members discussed the difference between the request for the IT endorsement for automation and supporting the Risk Assessment Project in General.  Judge Phillips explained that being a co-endorser on the request was the only way that the DMCJA would have the ability to review the proposal at the User Group level.  Additionally, Commissioner Haake commented that the DMCJA has the ability to use the automated information to a greater degree because of the amount of discretion and probation resources that the Court’s of Limited Jurisdiction have generally.
Judge Kayne raised concerns, along with other members, that the project in general is geared toward Superior Court issues and felony offenders.  If the DMCJA is contemplating endorsing the project generally, it is necessary to have a seat at the table.  Judge Brown suggested that this tool and automation could possibly implement the new requirements of the Domestic Violence bill HB 2777.

M/S/P to approve co-endorsement of the SCJA’s  IT request for automating the risk assessment tool and project in general with the request that DMCJA representation be a part of all further discussions on the risk assessment project in general.  
DMCJA representation should include one district court and one municipal court representative.  The President suggested drafting a formal motion to ask the chair of any designated risk assessment committee to include DMCJA representation.
Role of Endorsing IT Governance Requests
Members discussed potential structures for processing requests and determined that it was too early in the process to develop a structure until the Board can monitor volume and complexity of the requests.  M/S/P as a policy to have the requests come to the Board generally for endorsement approval, if the request is urgent, a three member “Executive Board” which includes Immediate Past President Judge Phillips, President, Judge Brown, and President-Elect Judge Tripp, will review.  The Board will monitor the amount of requests and form a committee if necessary.

Education Subcommittee for National Leadership Grant Applications

The Education Committee requests authorization from the Board to allow the Education committee to centralize the decision-making function regarding Education Assistance Program.  The intent is to have the policy reflect the current, long-standing procedure.  Currently, the request is vetted by the Education Assistance Program (EAP) subcommittee which consists of the subcommittee chair, the education committee chair and one education committee member.  The subcommittee reviews the request and makes sure it conforms to the EAP protocol/requirement and then presents it to the Education committee for approval.  The need to delegate this approval function to the committee is based on the very short time frame between request and when approval needs to be given.
M/S/P to approve the Education committee’s current procedure regarding the Education Assistance Program to become policy with the requirement that a written report be submitted to the Board at least once a year outlining the actions taken by the committee.  

DISCUSSION
DMCJA Liaison for Minority Bar Association: 
Judge Alicea Galvan explained the actions that the Diversity committee is proposing to reach out and establish a relationship with the Minority Bar Association.  They Association has quarterly meetings and they’ve inquired about whether we should contribute what DMCJA is doing regularly either in a verbal report if committee members attend the meeting or a written report.
The budget process has accommodated some extra expenses for members of the Diversity committee to travel to their meetings and functions.  Now the Diversity Committee is also asking for the Minority Bar Association representative(s) to attend our meetings or get information from them to distribute about their activities. M/S/P that this be an action item for August  
WSBA Access to Justice Board Liaison Position: Judge Alicea-Galvan is the current liaison and Judge Brown acted during the meeting to reappoint her to the position. 

Feedback to BJA Regarding Municipal Elections Bill: – Last year the Board voted to support, in majority, the concept of electing all judges.  Members discussed the importance of giving all judges notice of the ability to give input on the specifics of the bill.  Judge Brown will write something up regarding the Municipal Elections Bill (in current form as SSB 6686), attach the bill, and seek suggestions and comments from the entire membership.  Those comments may be collated and sent to BJA or, if necessary the topic will be added to the August agenda and notice will be circulated well in advance of the meeting to the membership.
Possible Proposed DOL Legislation re: RCW 46.29.310: M/S/P to refer the issue to the Legislative committee for review and recommendation and move it as an action item on the August agenda.
Updating Juror Brochure and Juror Information: M/S/P to move this issue to an action item for August to approve an update.  Members commented that this might also be an issue for the Pattern Instruction committee.  

LIAISON REPORTS
WSBA:  Judge Phillips explained that his report did not get published in the materials as there was an email problem.  He gave a verbal report of the new WSBA officers, briefly discussed that they the WSBA has a moratorium on travel to Arizona and they continue to look at the issue.  

DOL Liaison: Judge Portnoy forwarded a memorandum written by Dirk Marler (AOC) which summarizes the events at the meeting between the committee and DOL on June 8, 2010.
INFORMATION
Letter to Agency Executives regarding CrRLJ 3.2 rule change: Copies of letters sent from Jeff Hall to the affected agencies (Parks and Recreation, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Fish and Wildlife and Utilities and Transportation Commission) are included in the materials.
Judge Brown moved the presentation of Operation Lifesaver to the end of the meeting after adjournment.  Interested members can watch the DVD presentation.  Judge Ringus commented that members can take a ride on an actual train with law enforcement officers through Project Lifesaver.
OTHER BUSINESS

Call for Agenda Items: Judge Derr reminded the Board that two issues that were included in the May 2010 minutes, J&S records retention and Judge Portnoy’s request for an adjustment to the judicial needs estimate calculation were left off June’s agenda.  

Next Meeting: August 13, 2010 at AOC SeaTac Office.
Adjourn.  


