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President-Judge Paja called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed. 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING: TOLLS LEGISLATION 

The Board convened by phone to receive a report from a special subcommittee of the DMCJA Legislative Committee led by Judge Michael Lambo to consider the hearing of toll violations in courts of limited jurisdiction. House Bill 2211 proposes to create an administrative hearing process for toll violations for the 520 bridge or have the cases heard in court without funding for court staffing costs. The subcommittee consisted of Judge Michael Lambo, Judge Glenn Phillips, Judge Barbara Linde, Judge Richard Bathum, Ms. Cathy Grindle and Ms. Linda Bell. Judge Margaret Vail Ross and Judge John Hagensen could not attend the meeting. The subcommittee and AOC staff met Friday, March 6, to consider the legislation and the ultimate question of whether and how courts of limited jurisdiction should handle such violations. The Washington State Department of Transportation plans to implement toll systems around the state. 

Judge Lambo reported that the subcommittee discussed and recommended that these violations be defined as parking infractions and be heard in district court. The workload from such tolls projects can be highly variable, falling off dramatically after a short time. The judicial staffing for such work should be structured by the local court to respond to changing caseload, perhaps using court commissioners rather than four-year term elected judges. The district court would need to be appropriately funded to undertake this work. The court would benefit from advance funding to be prepared for the implementation date (facility and staff). A Judicial Information System (JIS) fee should also be contemplated to support the JIS parking module.  

The Board agreed that the subcommittee could negotiate with the Washington State Department of Transportation that these infractions would be heard in district courts with court funding. The negotiators will report to the DMCJA Legislative Executive Committee as the work progresses. 

