District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)
Board Meeting 

March 13, 2009 

Minutes 

	Judge Marilyn Paja
	Judge Glenn Phillips

	Judge Veronica Alicia-Galvan
	Judge Linda Portnoy

	Judge Brian Altman
	Judge Kevin Ringus

	Judge Stephen Brown
	Judge Stephen Shelton

	Judge Patrick Burns
	Judge David Svaren

	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg
	Judge Greg Tripp

	Judge Darrel Ellis
	Judge Elizabeth Verhey


 

AOC Staff:   Ms. Ashley DeMoss 

Guests: Judge Brett Buckley, Co-Chair Legislative Committee 
Mr. Robert Green, WSAJ (formerly WSTLA)
Mr. Joe McGuire, DMCMA
Mr. Patrick Palace, WSBA 

President-Judge Paja called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed. 

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS 

Board Meeting Minutes of February 13, 2009:  Minutes approved, as amended. 

Board Special Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2009: Minutes approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer reported that as of February 28, 2009, the fund balances totaled $290,318.37. As approved in February, a $50,000 six month certificate of deposit was purchased. It is due August 27, 2009. Report approved.  

It was confirmed that payment of special fund dues are part of the dues required to be paid for a member to be in good standing. 

Special Fund Report:  Report approved.  

ACTION ITEMS 

Rule Proposal for CrRLJ 3.1:  The Rules Committee submitted a memorandum on a proposed change to this rule providing that the judge must determine if the public defender is competent. As explained by Judge Portnoy, the Committee opposes this rule change, but has also proffered alternate language to maintain responsibility for competency with the attorney. The Board decided to continue its opposition to this rule change and chose not to propose alternate language. Discussion included comment that the Constitutional responsibility of the court to ensure adequacy of defense counsel in an individual case cannot be abrogated by court rule in any event.  A comment letter from the DMCJA will be submitted to the Supreme Court. 

Rule Proposal for CrRLJ 4.1:  The Rules Committee submitted a draft letter and revised rule language to propose to the Supreme Court a requirement of counsel at arraignment for indigent defendants.  This revision is in response to the issues raised in Justice Charles Johnson’s letter which explained why the Supreme Court did not adopt the DMCJA’s original proposed revision.  As explained by Judge Portnoy, the Rules Committee believes this revised proposal will satisfy the concerns of the court. The issue is of considerable importance to the administration of justice in courts of limited jurisdiction. The Board unanimously approved proposing this revised rule to the Supreme Court.  

Pro Tem Training:  Judge Shelton explained the pro tem training opportunity again to the Board and presented a WSBA Memorandum of Proposal dated 3/10/09. The DMCJA Board voted (with one nay vote) to partner with the WSBA to co-sponsor pro tem education.  The DMCJA will be involved in curriculum development and teaching; whereas the Bar will fund and take care of the business parts of the education program. Among other topics, curricula might include ethics rules, conflicts, appropriate interaction with clerk and staff, sample questions for pro tems to ask of staff before court, and perhaps procedure for small claims, and substantive law of infractions.  The WSBA acknowledged that there will be no promises made to any participant as to appointment/employment as a pro tem judicial officer, and that GR29 mandates that only the Presiding Judge of a court may employ/appoint a pro tem.  

Nominating Committee Slate of Candidates:  Judge Shelton presented the slate of candidates for the June election. All Board positions will be contested. The Board nominated three candidates for one general Board position, which was deemed permissible under the bylaws. The slate was approved. A sample ballot demonstrating the approved slate is included at the end of these minutes. There may need to be further discussion for process in event of a run-off. 

DISCUSSION 

Legislative Report of Positions Taken:  Judge Buckley and Judge Lambo, co-chairs of the Legislative Committee reviewed the significant bills of interest to the district and municipal courts and positions taken by the Legislative Executive Committee. Although the DMCJA bill to modify the election of district and municipal court judges died, the other four DMCJA proposals are moving forward. The commissioner retirement bill appears to be dead for this session. Senator Kline’s bill reforming driving while license suspended third degree continues to evolve, moving away from mandatory relicensing programs to voluntary programs. An update on the proposal for a toll system on the 520 floating bridge and other future toll sites around the state was provided by Judge Lambo. 

Bail Forfeiture:  The Board reaffirmed its decision to propose this rule. The proposal will be on the Board for Judicial Administration’s action agenda March 20th.  Judge Paja will consult with Mr. Marler about the DMCJA Board’s strong disagreement with the legal analysis and intended dissemination of the internal AOC memorandum.   

Equity Jurisdiction:  In response to a request by the Board, Judge Svaren researched whether the legislature needs to pass any statutes regarding the district court’s jurisdiction in light of the 1993 amendment of Article 4 Section 6 of the Washington Legislature. After reviewing the case types involving equity jurisdiction, the analysis suggests that the district courts were given equitable power for the cases within its existing jurisdiction rather than to expand its jurisdiction. Legislative history indicates that specific intentions for those equitable powers included domestic violence and anti-harassment cases in which restraining orders may be necessary. No action is needed. 

INFORMATION 

Spokane Residency Requirement: Members of the city council proposed a city residency requirement for judicial office, in conflict with statutory provisions of county residency. The DMCJA and AOC provided support information to the municipal court. The council proposal failed to garner sufficient votes to pass.  

Local Option User Fees Letters:  A King County proposal to introduce legislation allowing such fees opposed by BJA, SCJA, DMCJA, WSBA, and the Access to Justice Board was not introduced in the legislature. 

Board for Judicial Administration January Minutes:  Noted. 

LIAISON REPORTS   

WSBA:  The WSBA Board will be deciding whether to increase bar dues to fund a budget shortfall for civil legal aid. 

DMCMA:  Some courts of limited jurisdiction will be implementing a collections amnesty program this spring. DMCJA is supportive of state-wide communication of the effort by those courts choosing to participate.  The Chief Justice has agreed to send a supportive letter to DMCMA and DMCJA members. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Spring Conference Board Meeting:  The Board’s meeting will begin at 10:00 on Sunday, June 7. Board member’s conference lodging costs can include Saturday night for those who travel to the conference site the day before the meeting. 

NEXT MEETING 

April 10, 2009, 12:15 to 3:30 p.m. at AOC SeaTac Office. 

ADJOURN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

	District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association
(Proposed) Slate for Election
June 2009 

(Place an “X” in the box next to the candidate.)

	OFFICERS:  2009-2010 (1 YEAR TERM)

	POSITION
	 
	NOMINATION
	 
	WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

	President
	X
	Judge Glenn Phillips 

Kent Municipal Court
	 
	Write-in candidates for President are not allowed according to Bylaws. 

	President - Elect
	
	Judge Stephen Brown 

Grays Harbor District Court
	
	 

	Vice - President
	
	Judge Gregory Tripp 

Spokane District Court
	
	 

	Secretary/Treasurer
	
	Judge Douglas Haake 

Bonney Lake & South Prairie Munis
	
	 

	Past - President
	X
	Judge Marilyn Paja 

Kitsap District Court
	 
	Automatic succession according to Bylaws.

	BOARD OF GOVERNORS:  2009-2012 (3-YEAR TERMS)
	

	POSITION
	 
	NOMINATION
	 
	WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

	Position 1 
Vote For One
	
	Judge R. W. Buzzard 

Lewis District Court
	
	 

	 
	
	Judge Jill Landes 

Jefferson District Court
	 
	 

	 
	
	Judge Frank LaSalata 

King District Court
	 
	 

	Position 2 
Vote For One
	
	Judge Bradley Andersen 

Stevenson Municipal Court
	
	 

	 
	
	Judge Ernest Heller 

Lakewood Municipal Court
	 
	 

	Position 3 
Vote For One
	
	Judge Scott Ahlf 

Olympia Municipal Court
	
	 
 

	 
	
	Judge David Larson 

Federal Way Municipal Court
	 
	 

	BJA Representative:  2009-2013 (4-YEAR TERM)
	

	Vote For One 
	 
	NOMINATION
	 
	WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

	 
	
	Judge Jack Nevin 

Pierce District Court
	
	 

	 
	
	Judge Kevin Ringus 

Fife Municipal Court
	 
	 


 

(OVER)
 

	COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT REPRESENTATIVE:  2009-2013 (4-YEAR TERM)

	Vote For One 
	 
	NOMINATION
	 
	WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

	 
	
	Judge Robert McSeveney 

Kent Municipal Court
	
	 

	 
	
	Judge Jerry Roach 

Franklin District Court
	 
	 

	COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT ALTERNATE REP:  2009-2013 (4-YEAR TERM)
	

	Vote For One 
	 
	NOMINATION
	 
	WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

	 
	
	Judge Joshua Grant 

Lincoln District Court
	
	 

	 
	
	Judge Margaret Vail Ross 

Pierce District Court
	 
	 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

