District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)

Board Meeting

May 9, 2009

Minutes

	Judge Marilyn Paja
	Judge Glenn Phillips

	Judge Veronica Alicia-Galvan
	Judge Linda Portnoy

	Judge Brian Altman
	Judge Kevin Ringus

	Judge Stephen Brown
	Judge Stephen Shelton

	Judge Patrick Burns
	Judge David Svaren

	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg
	Judge Greg Tripp

	Judge Darrel Ellis
	 Judge Elizabeth Verhey


AOC Staff:  
Ms. Ashley DeMoss

Guests:
Judge Susan Dubuisson, BJA Representative

Mr. Joe McGuire, DMCMA President

President-Elect Judge Phillips called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed.

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS

Board Meeting Minutes of April 10, 2009:  Minutes approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Report approved.  The Treasurer proposed a restructuring of our Certificates of Deposit, moving a $75,000 Certificate of Deposit to a one year term at two percent interest. Approved.

Special Fund Report:  Report approved.

ACTION ITEMS

Propose Amendment for IRLJ 3.1:  Commissioner Eisenberg discussed with the Board the comments received from the DMCJA listserv on this proposal.  The Board approved the proposal of this rule amendment to the Supreme Court.

Comment on General Rule 9 Proposal:  The Rules Committee reviewed and recommended the Board oppose the proposal by the Washington Association of Prosecution Attorneys (WAPA).   WAPA proposed to require that the WSBA consider the fiscal impact of a rule change on local government and whether it conflicts with statute when proposing a rule.  The Board accepted the Rules  Committee’s recommendation and approved submitting a comment letter of opposition.

Adopt DMCJA Budget for 2009-2010:  The Board adopted the budget developed at its Board Retreat May 8 and 9.  The proposal to make a donation from the Reserves for the Equal Justice Coalition for the benefit of civil legal aid in Washington was held over until the June meeting. National Leadership Grant awards will also be decided in June.

Appoint Special Fund Custodian:  Judge Eileen Kato has very  ably served the DMCJA as Special Fund Custodian for many years.  At her request, a new custodian for the special fund was sought by Judge Phillips to serve in the position for the coming year.  Judge N. Scott Stewart of Issaquah Municipal Court was nominated to serve, which the Board approved.  The Board referred to the Bylaws Committee the project to develop a proposed amendment for 2010, which would define how special fund custodians are selected, their qualifications, responsibilities, and term of office.  

Approve Amended Ballot:  In response to the withdrawal of Judge Bradley Anderson for the election to board position #2, the Nominating Committee consulted with the three candidates for position #1 for their agreement with moving one of them chosen through a random selection process for election to position #2.  This change to the distribution of candidates was done to ensure that all of the open board member positions were contested.  Selected from among the three candidates through a blind drawing, Judge  Frank LaSalata was proposed to be moved.  The Board approved the amendment to the ballot.  The revised ballot will be distributed to the membership.

DISCUSSION

Bail Release Conditions:  The Rules Committee considered and provided feedback on Judge Quinn-Brintnall’s question about bail for appearance being set in court rules for CLJ.   The Board recommended that Judge Paja respond to the question posed by Judge Quinn-Brintnall individually.

BJA- Member Chair Nomination:  Not all Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) representatives are eligible to serve as BJA Member-Chair when the opportunity in the rotation cycle for this position turns to the DMCJA.  Both the BJA rules and the DMCJA rules pose obstacles to that eligibility.  The BJA has proposed an amendment to their B ylaws to address this.  The Board discussed an alternate to automatically extend the term of any member-chair by one year so that they could fulfill the two-year obligation.  The idea will be carried to the next BJA meeting by Judge Dubuisson.  The process to select a nominee from DMCJA for the member-chair for the 2009-2011 is unsettled at this time.

Legislative Report of Bills Which Passed:  Four of the DMCJA’s bill proposals passed the Legislature and have been signed into law.

DMCJA Website Breach of Security:  Judge  Kimberly Walden has reported that the site hosting the DMCJA website had a breach of security for payment information.  The content of the site was not affected.  The Treasurer will monitor billing for anything untoward.

Budget Pressures on Local Courts:  There was discussion about local government budget deficits and the pressures this has put on courts and judicial officers.  The Board suggested that this be discussed with the members at the business meeting in June, and they supported Judge Paja’s creative approach to provide supportive information for judicial officers on Inside Courts.

NACDL Study on Misdemeanor Courts:  The executive summary of this lengthy report laid a foundation for a full discussion at the Board’s June meeting.  There was one suggestion to refer the report to the Long Range Planning Committee for assessment, identification of possible legislation, and further actions in response to the issues presented.

DMCJA Terms for External Representatives:   Judge Phillips recommended that the terms for the following positions become two years, rather than the current one year:  The Court Management Council Uniform Financial Reporting Committee, and the Washington State Bar Association Court Rules and Procedures Committee.  The Board agreed.

INFORMATION

Note from Judge Paja:  Noted

OTHER BUSINESS

Board Vote on Bylaws Amendment: The Board voted in April via email to place the Diversity Committee’s proposed Bylaw amendment before the Association for election at the 2009 business meeting.  The amendment was distributed to the membership via listserv on May 1.

Board Vote on Individual Bylaw Suspension:  The Board voted to suspend the provision to require that the special fund assessment be paid by May 1 to be in good standing  for Judge Ensonya Charles, due to reliance on certain specified communications and the crediting of payment for the 2008 assessment rather than the expected 2009 assessment.  

NEXT MEETING

Board Meeting June 7, 2009 , starting at 10:00 p.m. at Semiahmoo, Blaine.

ADJOURN
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