District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA)

Board Meeting

November 13, 2009 in SeaTac 

Minutes

	Judge Glenn Phillips, President
	Judge Darrel Ellis

	Judge Scott Ahlf
	Judge Douglas Haake

	Judge Veronica Alicea-Galvan
	Judge Frank La Salata

	Judge Stephen Brown
	Judge Marilyn Paja 

	Judge Patrick Burns
	Judge Linda Portnoy

	Judge R.W. Buzzard 
	Judge David Svaren

	Commissioner Adam Eisenberg
	Judge Gregory Tripp


AOC Staff:  
Ms. Ashley DeMoss


Ms. Mellani McAleenan


Mr. Chris Ruhl

Guests:
Ms. Jeri Cusimano, DMCMA


Mr. Leland Kerr, WSBA


Ms. Regina Mack, MCA


Judge Scott Stewart, Special Fund Custodian


Judge Steve Warning, SCJA

President-Judge Phillips called the meeting to order and noted a quorum existed.

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS

Board Meeting Minutes of October 7, 2009:  Minutes approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Report approved. 

Special Fund Report:  Report approved.

ACTION ITEMS

GR 34 Rule Amendment Review Report:  The Rules Committee reviewed the proposal to waive court and clerk fees and charges in civil matters on the basis of indigency. The Rules Committee recommended the rule proposal be supported with an amendment to specify that judges have the authority to grant partial waivers, as well as the originally proposed full fee waiver. The Board decided to support the amended rule change.

GR 30 Rules Amendment Review Report:  The Rules Committee reviewed a proposal to clarify GR 30(d)(2)(D) that any documents completed by an officer with their user id and password that is transmitted through the SECTOR (e-ticketing) system to a prosecutor or to a court will be treated as signed under penalty of perjury. The Committee did not oppose the proposal. The Board agreed that it did not oppose the proposal.  The rule proposal will be made by an entity other than the DMCJA, possibly the Washington Traffic Safety Commission or the Judicial Information System Committee (JISC).

CLJ Budget Reduction Survey Language Review:  In October, the Board approved the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) conducting a budget survey to document the impacts of budget reductions on limited jurisdiction courts, pending review of the survey content and language. With the addition of a question that elicits information about other functions that may happen to be included in a court’s budget (public defense, probation, jail, prosecutor expenses), the survey language was approved. AOC will soon conduct the survey.

Commissioner’s Request Support for Retirement Benefit Multiplier Bill:  The Board voted to continue its support of the court commissioner’s effort to be included in this judicial retirement benefit program.  The Board also granted the commissioner’s request for DMCJA to use special funds to pay the DMCJA lobbyist to assist the commissioner’s lobbyist in working the bill this legislative session. Up to $2,500 of DMCJA special funds will be contracted for this effort. Legislative advocacy work for judicial officer’s salary or benefits can only be paid from association special funds, paid from member’s payment of special fund dues, not regular dues paid with government funds.

Legislative Committee Pro Tem Reimbursement:  The Legislative Committee Chair, Judge Brett Buckley, requested funds to pay pro tem reimbursement for judicial officers who testify on the DMCJA’s behalf during legislative session. The Board approved $3,000 for this purpose in a separate line item from the Committee’s budget. 

Support Individual Contribution to Campaign for Equal Justice:  Civil legal aid is experiencing a dramatic reduction in funding with the change in the economy. Sal Mungia, President of WSBA, made a personal request at the Annual Conference in Ocean Shores for all judges to personally support access to justice by contributing to LAW Fund and the Campaign for Equal Justice. He will be making the same request to all members of the bar through different methods, including annual bar dues notices. Since district and municipal court judges have different employers, assistance by providing them with donation forms rather than payroll donation would work best for DMCJA members. It was noted that the United Way can donate to any 501(c)(3) organization by write in. The Board approved a message encouraging all DMJA members to support equal justice through both listserv communication and inclusion of  information about LAW Fund and the Washington Judges Foundation in annual dues notices. 

Election of Judges Legislation:  The Board continued this discussion from the October meeting with the motion made at that time to continue support for election of all judges. Notice of the topic under Board discussion was sent to the membership. The Board discussed the issues noting that the question of the choice of model by which judges should be selected is worthy of consideration;  noting the example of the conflict in Union Gap; noting that judges in other municipalities are currently under pressure of nonreappointment; noting that judicial independence is an important principle; and finally noting that the Association has previously established a position on the election of all judges with BJA. The Board voted to continue support for this principle and potential legislation by BJA. A motion to consider an education session on the different models of selecting judges used around the country was tabled for future discussion.

DISCUSSION

ATJ GR 35 Rule Proposal:  Noted for action next month.

WSBA Judicial Officer Bylaw Definition and Fees:  Judge Paja reported about the WSBA meeting when the proposal was presented and shared her concerns about the content of the bylaws. Among the concerns were issues of discipline of judges for nonpayment of to-be-established judicial officer bar dues, reporting of CJE, and inclusion of private addresses for judges in WSBA member public documents. She will report the DMCJA’s concerns to the WSBA. Judge Greg Tripp and Judge Patrick Burns volunteered to attend future WSBA committee meetings to work through the issues, if needed. The issue is also on the upcoming BJA agenda.

Ignition Interlock Bill Draft:  Judge Glenn Phillips reported on the ongoing stakeholder group Representative Goodman has reworking this law. Changes to the requirement to get an ignition interlock license and alcohol monitoring are among the ideas under consideration.

Inflation Calculation for Court Fees:  Noted.

Therapeutic Courts Data Collection by Washington State Center for Court Research:  The Center for Court Research is planning to compile a list of therapeutic courts to facilitate grant efforts and research. The Board requested that the definition of therapeutic, problem solving, and specialty courts be clarified in the materials, so the survey is effective in identifying the intended court function. Staff will revise and return with a draft survey.

Justice Net Broadband Connectivity for Law and Justice System:  Chris Ruhl with broadband organization and PUD staff requested a letter of support from the Board for this proposed request by the state for federal stimulus funding for a broadband network for courts and other parties of the justice system.  The Board approved a letter of support to be used as part of the federal funding proposal for the broadband infrastructure. The project will reach out to the courts for information on connectivity and use. The DMCJA Technology Committee would be involved in further involvement for the courts of limited jurisdiction.

Bill to Correlate FTE and Judicial Needs Estimate:  Judge Glenn Phillips communicated this proposed DMCJA legislation with potentially affected judges and received mixed feedback, which was shared with the Board.

INFORMATION

Separation of Powers Case involving Union Gap Municipal Court:  Legal documents and the judiciary’s interests in this case were discussed with concerns. Judge Glenn Phillips will consult with Judge Kip Kendrick and his counsel regarding the possibility of an amicus brief or other assistance.

NEXT MEETING

Board Meeting December 18,  2009, starting at 12:15 p.m. at SeaTac.

ADJOURN
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