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This communication is sent on behalf of President Gregory J. Tripp in an effort to keep the general membership apprised of some of the work of the Association.
The Davenport Hotel in Spokane, Washington has been secured for the annual DMCJA Spring Conference.  The dates will be June 10 – June 13.  The Education Committee has chosen “Facing Today’s Challenges: A Toolbox for Difficult Times” as the theme.  Thanks to Judge Walden and the Education Committee for their efforts.
Judge Docter, Judge Connolly Walker and Judge Allen recently coordinated the DUI Regionals via a partnership with the National Judicial College through grants from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Washington State Traffic Commission.  Trainings were held in September at locations in Lynnwood, Olympia, Kennewick and Spokane.  Thanks to the above coordinators and all of those who participated.
The Board of Governors and Rules Committee have reviewed and are preparing to comment on the GR 31-Access to Court Records and GR 31A-Access to Administrative Records.  The comment period ends November 30, 2011 and the proposed rules can be reviewed here: GR 31 and GR 31A.  They also continue to review the Standards for Indigent Services which will affect CrRLJ 3.1, CrR 3.1 and JuCR 9.2.  Proposed standards and comments can be reviewed here: Suggested Standards for Indigent Services.  You may also send your comments to:   Camilla.Faulk@courts.wa.gov.
The Board of Governors has voted to engage an outside accounting firm in a limited review of financial records for the past two fiscal years to ensure adequate internal controls and security of Association funds.

The Legislative Committee is reviewing proposals submitted by members for the 2012 session.  Among those ideas, courthouse security funding, mandatory retirement age, and alcohol monitoring legislation are being evaluated.

BJA has chosen Judge Sara B. Derr, President-Elect to chair the Regional Courts Work Group.  Judges Ellis, Lambo, and Ringus also serve on the work group.   You can read more about this effort on pps. 17-69 of the BJA Meeting Packet located here:  October 21, 2011 BJA Meeting Materials.
