
Many government agencies are using Twitter as a means to send short messages to anyone interested in “following” them or to an established membership. This is a great tool for courts that need to send quick messages (rather than waiting for the media, changes to a website, or phone tree) regarding court closures, schedule changes, program updates, etc. The followers (potentially lawyers, defendants, court staff, you name it!) simply check their Twitter accounts daily for any postings. The DMCJA has a twitter account to send members information that otherwise may not be suitable for the listserv or website. Remember, the website is available to the general public so issues regarding dues, certain conference information, & less formal reminders cannot be posted on DMCJA.org. However, the webmaster will only accept members of the DMCJA as Twitter followers and will block all non-members from viewing posts.  To sign up, go to www.twitter.com and follow their very simple instructions. Search for and start following “DMCJA”. I will send you a message asking you to confirm your membership. Please do not hesitate to contact the webmaster for questions.
Getting to know Twitter. FAQ’s from Twitter.com

What is it? 
Twitter is a service for friends, family, and co–workers to communicate and stay connected through the exchange of quick, frequent messages.  People write short updates, often called "tweets"  of 140 characters or fewer.  These messages are posted to your profile or your blog, sent to your followers, and are searchable on Twitter search.

What does it mean to follow someone on Twitter?

Following someone simply means receiving their Twitter updates.   When you follow someone, every time they post a new message, it will appear in your Twitter home page.  New messages are added to your home page as people post them, so you always get the updates in real time.  When you log in, you can see what the latest updates are.  Twitter offers other ways to follow people too: you can get updates from certain people on your phone!

 

How do I know who I'm following?

After you click the follow button on someone's profile, you're following them.  The follow button will change to a box that says "Following" with a drop down option to remove a person if you want to. If you've registered your phone with Twitter, you can set up text preferences for a person as well.  See a list of people you're following by clicking on the following link on your profile or your home page's sidebar.

 

How do I know who is following me?

Twitter sends you an email when someone new follows you.  Set up your email preferences to notify you when you have a new follower.  The followers link on your profile page or home page's sidebar will also tell you how many followers you have.

 

Who reads my updates? 

It's up to you.  Your followers read your updates, and anyone else who comes across them in a search Your Twitter profile is public by default; if you're hesitant to have strangers read your updates, protect your profile to approve followers and keep your updates out of search. 

 

Can I block people from following me?

Yes, you can. If you block someone, they won’ be able to follow you or send you any messages

What are Direct Messages?

Direct messages are private messages sent from one Twitter person to another.  You can only send a direct message to a person who follows you.  When you receive a direct message, we save it in your direct message inbox, accessible from the Direct Message tab in the sidebar in your home page.  Set your email preferences to notify you by mail if you have a new message.

 

Can I edit a tweet once I post it?

Nope. Once it's out there, you can't edit it.  You can delete an update by clicking the trash icon on the right end of the update, but you can't make changes.

 

 

